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Curriculum Objectives  
This Course Unit builds on any Biblical Studies Introductory Course Unit and contributes 
towards the sub-major sequence in Biblical Studies.  It enables students to develop the ability 
to research in Biblical Studies through reading the Synoptic Gospels in the light of relevant 
contemporary scholarly literature. 
Learning Outcomes  
At the end of this unit students will be able to: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, socio-cultural and religious background of the Synoptic 

Gospels. 
2. Identify the literary forms and theological themes of the Synoptic Gospels. 
3. Exegete selected passages from the Synoptic Gospels. 
4. Integrate into formal essay writing, scholarly research on the Synoptic Gospels 
5. Employ their acquired knowledge in preaching, liturgy and spiritual leadership.  

 
Threshold concept to be acquired in this unit  
Threshold concepts to be acquired in this unit are: 
• The relationship of the Synoptic Gospels to history, as envisaged at the times both of their 

composition and of their contemporary reception. 
• The relationship between academic scholarship on the Synoptic Gospels and a particular church 

tradition. 
• The relationship between historical critical scholarship and personal Christian faith. 

 
Content 
1. The historical, geographical and socio-cultural context of the 1st century CE Roman Empire. 
2. The religious context of 1st century CE Palestinian Judaism. 
3. The literary genre of Gospel and the literary forms within the gospels. 
4. The distinctive theological themes of each Synoptic Gospel. 
5. Contemporary historical-critical methodologies for studying the Synoptic Gospels. 
6. Research and essay writing skills for New Testament Gospels. 
7. Application of critically researched knowledge of the Gospels to various church activities.   

 
Teaching Methods 
Teaching methods might include Group Projects, Tutorials whether in a classroom or online, 
Lectures, Role Plays, Student Presentations. 
 
Assessment Profile 
To achieve the assessment outcomes, a student will be required to: 
1. Present a critically informed aspect of a key Markan theme. [Outcomes 1, 2, 4] 

 
2. Examine a selection of related pericopes from either Matthew or Luke for their theological 

themes and application to contemporary living. [Outcomes 2, 4, 5] 
 



3. Write an exegesis of at least three (3) passages in the Gospel of either Matthew or Luke 
(whichever not written on in Task #2), at least one with a parallel in the Gospel of Mark, to show 
the distinct theological interests of the Gospel chosen.  Show the application of this theme to a 
liturgical or pastoral situation. [Outcomes 1, 3, 4, 5] 
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