Unit Code

B7326

Unit Name

Psalms

Unit Weighting

9 Credit Points

Type of Unit

Specialised Unit

Prerequisites, corequisites or exclusions

18 B credit points

Academic Staff

Theron Young, BA (Miami, 1976), MA (T.E.D.S., 1979), MA (Wisconsin, 1986), PhD (Wisconsin,
1991) The faculty register lists all faculty accredited to teach this course unit.

Curriculum Objectives

This course unit studies Israel’s poetic literature and practice of prayer and worship as
represented in the Psalter. It provides an opportunity to develop exegetical skills in the analysis
of Hebrew poetry

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit students will be able to:

1. demonstrate an understanding of the techniques of biblical poetry and the different types of
Psalms found in the Psalter

discuss the relevant historical, sociological and religious contexts of the Psalms

exegete selected Psalms from the Psalter

access and use the relevant secondary literature in a critical manner

make effective use of the Psalms in theology and worship

Vi

Content

1. The characteristic features of Hebrew Poetry

2. The historical, sociological and religious background to the Psalter
3. Examination of representative psalms

4. Aspects of the theology of the Psalms

Teaching Methods

Teaching methods include Group Projects, Seminars, Tutorials, Lectures, Simulations, Student
Presentations, Online Tutorials, Distance Education

Required Specialist Facilities or Equipment

Nil

Assessment Profile

Assessment 1: A reflective essay on a key theme that is addressed in several different Psalms (e.g.
the characteristics of a "happy" person as described in the ‘ashre psalms of the Psalter).
[Outcomes 2, 4 and 5]

Assessment 2: A written essay that analyses a (short) Psalm with attention to its poetic techniques
and rhetorical structure. [Outcomes 1, 2, 3 and 4]

Assessment 3: A comprehensive exegesis of a selected Psalm and application of its message for a
collective worship setting or for the life of an individual believer. [Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4 and
5]
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