Course Unit Outline

Unit Code

W7207

Unit Name

Logic and Critical Thinking

Unit Weighting

9cps

Type of Unit

Foundational

Prerequisites, corequisites or exclusions

None

Academic Staff

Dr Matthew Del Nevo. BA (AppSocSci) (Lanchester 1980), BD Hons (Sydney 1991), GradDipRE (ACU 2001),
PhD (Sydney 1996)

Curriculum Objectives

This course unit provides structured, practical instruction in the nature of and skills of critical thinking.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit students will be able to:
a) demonstrate an understanding of the nature of critical thinking, memory, and the relationship between
thought and knowledge
b) draw deductively valid conclusions, and critically analyse arguments
c) show enhanced skills in decision making, problem solving and mind-mapping
d) be able to reflect on critical thinking, and apply skills to research, essay writing etc
e) apply critical thinking to theological and faith considerations

Threshold concept to be acquired in this unit

Logic is constitutive to theological study

Content

Thinking: an introduction

The relationship between thought and knowledge
Reasoning; drawing deductively valid conclusions
Argument mapping

Analysing arguments

Critical vocabulary

Thinking as hypothesis testing

Decision making

. Development of problem-solving skills

10. Creative thinking
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Learning Activities

Reading, thinking, logical exercises (e.g. Socratic dialogues (oral, performative); Community of Inquiry (oral,
performative); written logical problem-solving)

Required Specialist Facilities or Equipment

n/a

Assessment Profile

Assessments tasks are designed both to help students attain the unit outcomes and to enable teachers to
assess student attainment. In this unit, assessment of student achievement with respect to the Unit
Outcomes will be based on:

1. Weekly Logic Tests. Outcomes b and c.

2. Weekly Practice performances. Outcomes a, c, and d.

3. Final Examination. Outcomes a and e.
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