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SYDNEY COLLEGE OF DIVINITY
Excellence in theological education

Unit Code

B7229

Unit Name

Wisdom Literature

Unit Weighting

9 Credit Points

Type of Unit

Intermediate

Prerequisites, corequisites or exclusions

9 B Credit points

Academic Staff .

Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv (Emanuel, 1976), MA(Rel) (Emmanuel,
1976). The faculty register lists all faculty accredited to teach this course unit

Curriculum Objectives

This course unit explores the place of wisdom in Ancient Israel and the theological issues it
raises within that faith community. Building on the skills developed in previous biblical studies,
it develops the critical exegetical and analytical skills of the student through the examination of
specific texts from Proverbs, Job or Ecclesiastes.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit students will be able to:

1) reconstruct the historical, literary, social and theological contexts of wisdom within Ancient
Israel.

2) critically compare and contrast the different theologies that are reflected in the wisdom
literature of the Old Testament
3) exegete selected passages from Proverbs, Job or Ecclesiastes
4) interpret the role and place of wisdom within Ancient Israel and its response to God and life
5) relate the application of a theme or text to a contemporary audience or community

Content

1. Wisdom in the Ancient world

2. Historical, cultural, and religious context of wisdom in Ancient Israel
3. The place and role of wisdom in the faith and life of Israel

4. Theological themes found in the wisdom literature

5. Exegesis of selected passages within the Proverbs, Job or Ecclesiastes

Teaching Methods

Lectures, tutorials, field work, student presentations, seminars — in class and/or online.

Assessment Profile

1. A reflective essay or an examination question on the nature of wisdom in the Ancient world
[Outcome 1]

2. A critical essay on some aspect of wisdom in Ancient Israel (i.e., a theological theme, the role
of wisdom, the context of wisdom) [Outcomes 2, 4, 5]

3. A comprehensive exegesis of a selected passage from Proverbs, Job or Ecclesiastes. (essay,
written or oral exam, practical presentation in field placement) [Outcomes 3, 4]
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