Course Unit Outline

Unit Code

57260

Unit Name

Formation in Prayer and Prayerfulness

Unit Weighting

9

Type of Unit

Intermediate

Prerequisites, corequisites or exclusions

Pre-requisite: S7102 Introduction to Christian Spirituality

Academic Staff

David Ranson Theol.M (MCD, 1998), PhD (ACU, 2009), Senior Lecturer

Curriculum Objectives

This course unit focuses on the understanding and experience of prayer as a core element within the study
of Christian Spirituality in a systematic and comprehensive way from a denominational perspective. The
student will be introduced to the classic methods of Christian prayer.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit students will be able to:

1) Access and critically evaluate both historical and contemporary expressions of the literature on
prayerfulness;

2) Determine key foundations of the Christian practice of prayer from anthropological, a biblical and
theological perspectives;

3) Survey and discuss the classic methods of the practice of prayer, and interpret the theological and
historical contexts of their emergence;

4) Express the inter-relationship between personal prayer and prayer in common

5) Discern the factors that both encourage and impede growth in prayer;

6) Apply the themes of the course unit to evaluate and extend their own practice of prayer.

Threshold concept to be acquired in this unit

Prayer as a Christian experience requiring its own deconstruction and hermeneutic

Content

1) Theological and Scriptural Foundations of Prayer
2) Types and Schools of Prayer

3) Prayer and the Community

4) Praying Personally

5) Meditation

6) Iconography

7) Praying Scripture

8) Prayer and Justice]

9) Discernment in Prayer

Learning Activities

Lectures, Tutorials, Student Presentations

Required Specialist Facilities or Equipment

Nil

Assessment Profile

In this unit, the assessment tasks will involve students:

1. Using primary and secondary sources to trace the nature of prayer in the experience of Jesus or the
themes outlined in the classic Christian formulation of prayer, “The Lord’s Prayer”(e.g. by way of a
research essay) (Outcomes 1 and 2);

2. Using primary and secondary sources to outline, analyse and evaluate an historical school, or
particular practice of prayer, within the Christian Tradition (e.g. by way of a research essay)
(Outcomes 1, 3 and 4);

3. Reflecting in a personal way on the learning gained from undertaking the course unit (e.g. in a
Personal Review) (Outcome 5 and 6)
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